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The Development of Historical Awareness in Primary and 
Orientation Level Education

Theoretical Framework

Historical Thinking:

Historical thinking goes 
beyond the mere 
reconstruction of the past. It 
includes processes of 
interpretation, visualization, 
and historical meaning-
making (Rüsen, 1982). 
Historical narration 
constitutes the core 
expression of historical 
awareness by translating past 
experiences into the present 
and providing orientation for 
future action (Rüsen, 2009). 
Therefore, engagement with 
past-related content is 
educationally relevant. It 
enables meaning-making and 
supports learners in coping 
with present challenges in 
society. (Lange, 2004).

Next Steps & Open Questions

Introduction & Aims of the Study
This study investigates teachers’ knowledge of historical awareness and their understanding of competence-oriented history and social studies teaching. It analyses differences 
across stages of teacher education and examines the influence of teaching experience on classroom implementation. The overall aim is to strengthen competence-oriented 
teaching in school and extracurricular contexts and to support the development of historical consciousness at the transition from primary to secondary education.

Methodology and possible Research Design
The study primarily uses qualitative research design, focusing on the everyday 
implementation of historical awareness in teaching practice. The development 
of primary school teachers' beliefs about history
Target-Group:
• Pre-service teachers at the University of Greifswald
• Prospective teachers in the training phase in schools
• In-service teachers in schools
Participants are differentiated by their stage of teacher education, teaching 
experience, and changes in curricular content during training.

Usage of open-ended interview questions:
• Allow insights into individual educational biographies
• Teaching-related perspectives
• Advantage over standardized questionnaires (Helfferich, 2019)
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Historical 
Consciousness:

Historical consciousness
denotes the reflective 
capacity to situate 
interpretations of the past 
within a temporal framework 
that integrates present 
understanding and future 
orientation. It is constituted 
through processes of 
historical interpretation and 
narrative meaning-making, 
through which temporal 
experience is structured and 
rendered meaningful. As 
such, historical 
consciousness represents a 
foundational and normative 
category within history 
didactics (Jeismann, 1980), 
closely linked to Rüsen’s
theory of historical narration 
as a mode of temporal 
orientation.

Phase 1 
Development of the theoretical background

Phase 2
Development of the test-instrument

Phase 3
Data collection and implementation

Phase 4
Analysis and conclusion

Phase 5
Publication

Question 1: What data would need to be collected in order to analyse the significance of 
competence-orientated teaching for the development of historical consciousness?
Question 2: How should lessons at school and in extracurricular learning environments 
be structured in order to promote historical consciousness among students at the end of 
primary school?
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